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withal. Hampton Court I never yet knew so full as
there were not spare rooms in it when it hath been
thrice better filled than at this present it is. But
some will be sorry, perhaps, my lord should have so
sure footing in the Court. Well, all may be as well
when the good God will; the whilst, I pray, let us
do what we may for my lord's ease and quiet.*' She
suggested various ways in which Molyneux might
seek the loan, during daytime, of a room in which
Sir Henry could see his friends on business, without
bringing them to her bedside or disturbing the
Queen's talk with her there. "But if all these fail,"
she added, " when the worst is known, old Lord
Harry and his old Moll will do as well as they can in
parting, like good friends, the small portion allotted
our long service in Court."

" When I came to Court," near the middle of Octo-
ber, wrote Sir Henry Sidney, " I was entertained, I
confess, well, but not so well as I thought, and in
conscience felt, that I deserved/' The entertain-
ment he referred to was in respect of the auditing
of his accounts and the reception of his reports as
retiring Lord Deputy of Ireland, not of the sort of
office or parlour provided for him. But he was only
at Hampton Court for a week or two before he went
down to Ludlow Castle to resume his duties as Lord
President of Wales. There he had something like
rest. " A happy place of government it is," he said,
" for a better people to govern, or better subjects to
their sovereign, Europe holdeth not."

Being in Wales, he had the less need of Philip's help
in watching and protecting his interests at Court.